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of the Self is the husband dear" (JBrhadaranya-
kopanisad, 2:11:5). This mystery was well known in
the golden age of Truth when, as the A hirbudhnya
Sawhita tells us, the original perfect Sastra came down
from Samkarshana <t like a thunderclap . . . dispelling all
inner darkness " ; this eternal Veda when first revealed
was in a million chapters which were perfectly under-
stood and followed by men ; it was only when evil crept
in and men no longer understood its true mystical sense
that the Rishis had to divide it into sections: Trayi,
Samkhya, Yoga, Pas'upata and the Pancharatra. Now,
so low has man fallen that he persists in reflecting
his own lowness on to the eternal Veda from God, either
interpreting it with slavish literalism or rejecting it
wholly as something beneath the dignity of his own
conceited brain. This degeneracy in man, in the whole
world, in the course of ages is what really necessitates
the Avataras of God, who come to re-state the eternal.
Veda in ways which will once again command reverence
and awaken understanding (Ahirbudhnya Samhita,
31 : 1-8).

So we must remember that the whole story of the Lzlas
of Vishnu in His various Avataras is mythically and mysti-
cally true, whatever this sceptical age may like to imagine
of their historical probability. Sanyal gives us interesting
hints of the significance of certain actors in the Brin-
davan-lila, as understood by the Vaishnavas of Bengal:

the eighteen obstacles to spirituality which have to be
overcome in turn are : (l) Putana, the false Guru who
teaches without real knowledge guided by empiric